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Staying warm: Grass

pellets may be one solution

The potential of griss pellets and woody hiomass as
sources of home-grown heat is being explored in separate
rescarch projects sponsored by the CWC and the
Watershed Agricultural Council ('WACK

Thee Franklin Town Highway Gurage is the first of
several Watershed buildings selected as o test site for a
CWC-funded study by Comell Cooperative Extension
(CCE) to explore the feasibility of utilizing grass pellets
as a bio=energy source [or heating, Indoor and outdoor
peller-fired units will be installed at each site so that peo-
ple can see both types of heating units in action. Their
operation will be monitored for effectivencss, clficiency
and ease of use, their air guality impacts will be gauged,
and operation and muntenance issues examined.

The study will also determine the cost savings of
using grass pellets instead of other forms of fuel, The
lown of Franklin, for example, bumed 3.000 gallons of
fuel ol last vear, The bodler that currently warms the
highway garage uses about two and a quarnter gallons per
hour, and runs on average 12 hours a day in the winter
Thus the pellet stove projgect "is a pretty hot topic of con-
versation here, especially with the price of foel."
remarked Highway Superintendent Mark Laing.

Y toves that use wood pellets, made of sawdus

."?;? and byproducts from sawmills and wood-

o working facilities, com and even cherry pits
hive become very popular in light of high oil prices. The
CWC project secks to find a reliable and profitable way
1o produce grass pellets 1o use in these stoves, thus tum-
g vacant grasslands in the Watershed "into one more
weapon in the arsenal of altermative fuels,” sccording 1o
CWC Economic Development Director Mike Trielo,

Al s mceting September 25, the CWE Board of

Iroy Cave,
i Franklin
highway
ilepariment
cmployves,
shows off the
grass pellet
stove that
warms the
Il-ml.'l'h a1 I'II:t
meeling radm
ai the high-
Wiy garage.

Directorsauthorized the expenditure of up 1o 5195,500
from the Catskill Fund for the Future for the three-yeu
pilot project. Paul Cerosaleti and Marianne Kiraly of
CCE have been consulting with Comell agnculture pro-
fessor Jerry Cherney. an avid promoter of the develop-
ment of grass pellels as a low-tech, small-scale, environ-
mentallv-Triendly, renewable energy system that can be
locally produced, processed and consumed

Prof. Cherney spoke on this topic at the 20006
Catskills Local Government Day, when he noted that
Mew York State has about 1.5 million acres of unused or
underutilized agricultural land, most of which is already
growing grass. Farmers no longer raising dairy cows,
landowners who have their fields mowed 1o retain open
vistas, even New York City which is acquiring Watershed
lands to prevent dey ..:Iup|||-..-m il freseTve Waler -._|l.|:;|.|||_}
could fum unused grass inte cash, and fuel
“We think testing the stoves for grass pellets, and demon-
strating their use will create demand =o that some folks

Continued on Page 7




Need information?

Suarcellus Shale drilling

As a public service, the CWC 15 offering o folder of
information culled from vanous sources for landowners,
municipal officials and Cutskills residents inferested in or con-
cered dbout the possibality for natural gas exploration in te
Marcellus shale Formuation. The packer i available 1o anvone
upsisth reguicst: Call toll-free £77T-WAT-S5HED (923-7433); or
RS 880 1400, The CWC has also added o pege ol [h;rliricnl
Marcellus shabe-relited links to 1ts website:
www eweonlingong. where vou will also find details ona

forum on the ssue being planned for the spring.

knontweed
Call us toll free at B77-928-T433 for a packet of informa-
tion on how o prevent the stan or spread of Japanese
knotwesd (informally known as “bamboo®), and how 1o deal
with it oaee this invasive plan takes mooe

Water testing

Homoeowners seeking to have their water tested for
coliform/E.coli bactenn at the Catskill Regional Water
Testing Laberatory (CEWTL)Y in Delhi can pick up free
collection bantles and instructions at several locations,
Bottles are available at the lab (5 172 Main 51, Delha) or
it Stamford Village Hall (24 Muoin Street, Stamford -
607-632-667 1), Walton Town Hall {129 North Street,
Walton = 607-8363-3T06), the Watershed Assistance
Program office, 6049 NMain St., Tannersville (5] 5-389-
GET1) and the CWC, 903 Main St., Margarctville [(845-
S86-1 300},

Water samples for the total coliform/E.coli - pres-
ence/nhsence test must be tken directly 1o the Tabaratory
(et the bottle distribution point) within 24 hours of
being drawn. The lab can accept samples for this test
between & am amd 3 pim Mondavs through Thursdays
only. The test fiee is 830, For more info, contact the lnb
GOT-T46-8626, o visil www lab,org

Grass pellet study

Cwntinued from Page |
might go into the pelletizing business, and that would cre-
ate jobs,” explamed Mike Triolo,

Baob and May Miller have already taken the leap,
establishing a grass pelletization plant i Wells Bndge,
Otsego County, They have been purchasing hay from
Drelaware and Otsego County farmers from a 40-mile
radius, grinding and pelletizing it. and selling it by the
bag to individual homeowners who had primanly used
woud pellets in thear peller stoves, While ash removal has
presented problems for some, most customers have been
satisfied with the grass pellets.

The Millers, who operate the plant with their son
Mike und his wife Mary Lou, heat the 40x60-foot build-
ing with its 18-foot ceilings, exclusively with an outdoor
furnace that bums grass pellets. They have been working
to develop the optimum pellet composition, size and
meisture content and (o produce a consistent prodiect so
that heat output can be tested. "We're making a betier pel-
let as we go. This is all new to everybody,”™ said May
Miller.

She and her husband were raised on dairy famms
and ran one in Franklin, Delaware County, for many
sears until they retred from farming, Bur their love of the
Innd did not diminish, "We'd see grass going to waste,
ficlds growing up 1o goldenrod, and 11 hunt our hearts o
see that,” Moy Miller remarked.

So, in their carly T0s, the Millers decided to try a
new venture. "We just like the idea of keeping the lond in

some sor of production so future generations, someday,
might leamn 1o grow food on it again, Plus, mowing hay
for grass pellets lets farmers use egquipment in the off
times."

When the other sites are selected for CWC-span-
sored testing of grass pellet-buming stoves, the Millers
will supply the fuel. Open houses will be scheduled at the
demonstration sites so that the public can see both smuall
il Targe scale applications of this heating technology,

Woad chips, too

Meanwhile, five facilities, including three schools,
have been selected to participate in a WAC study that
may lead to retrofiing their heating sysiems o use wood
chips instead of fossil fueks.

Catskill Craftsmen, Inc., a wood products manufag-
twareng firm i Stamfond, O'Connor Hospital i Delhi;
South Kortright Central School: Onteorn Middie High
School in Boiceville; and Cairo-Durham Middle/High
School in Greene County will undergo analysis of current
encrey demands and the economie, environmental and
technical feasibility of retrofitting or replacing existing
boiler systems 1o accommaodate wood as a renewable fuel
option,

Studies will alzo desenbe the carrent technology
available for using locally produced wood-chips from the
region’s abundant low-grade forest resources,
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